
9/20/2017 Fundraising to fulfill family needs: Valley’s United Way kicks off campaign to raise $1 million | Local News | dailyitem.com

http://www.dailyitem.com/news/local_news/fundraising-to-fulfill-family-needs-valley-s-united-way-kicks/article_1d8ff6ce-5697-5899-b087-81b24e117ac… 1/3

http://www.dailyitem.com/news/local_news/fundraising-to-fulfill-family-needs-valley-s-united-way-kicks/article_1d8ff6ce-5697-5899-b087-81b24e117acc.html

FEATURED

Fundraising to fulfill family needs: Valley’s United Way kicks off campaign to raise $1 million
Rick Dandes  6 hrs ago

The Greater Susquehanna Valley United Way’s kickoff took place inside Barn Appetit in Milton.

     

MILTON — Tuesday night marked the kickoff event of the 2017-2018 Greater Susquehanna Valley United Way fundraising campaign with a stated goal
of raising $1 million, said CEO and President Joanne Troutman.

That goal exceeds last year’s $700,000, “which we beat,” Troutman said. Last year, the GSV United Way raised $910,000.

“This year, we’ve already raised more than $400,000, and that’s a good place to be as we take off publicly,” Troutman said. “We’ve done a good job.
Amazing donors. Lots of grants. And sponsorships. We are really lucky.”

More than 100 people showed up at Barn Appetit to mingle and listen to speeches by Troutman and several others involved in the campaign.
“Everybody here,” Troutman said, “are leadership donors, board members, community partners and individuals who have given to the United Way.”

Troutman said the focus this year is on “basic family needs. We want to provide a meaningful way of making a difference that is very tangible.”
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Chris Markle, a member of the United Way board for 20 years, added, “I
think our goal is to address the priorities for impact, and taking a look at
the key priorities in the region. Everything from child care to making
sure families have enough to eat, transportation, daycare and really
trying to meet those needs.”

One person who has benefited greatly from the United Way this past
year is Demetrius Brown, 36, of Sunbury.

Joanne Troutman, president and CEO of Greater Susquehanna Valley United Way, claps.
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Brown, one of the featured speakers at the fundraising launch, earned his G.E.D. thanks to the United Way — and he did it while working part-time.
“What basically happened is I didn’t know if I had enough money to get my G.E.D. My teacher introduced me to Joanne Troutman. I wound up speaking
to the Sunbury Rotary Club and they offered to pay for my G.E.D.”

Brown is a real success story. “It was hard, working and studying,” he said. “There were times I really regretted it, but you know what? Right now I am
going to Lackawanna College in Sunbury, studying business administration. And my goal is to eventually go to Susquehanna University and study sports
media.”

“Joanne doesn’t realize how much she has done for me through this organization,” Brown said. “Without her help and several others, I wouldn’t be here,
because of the stress and conflicting schedules. Now, I know I’m going to make something of my life.”

Send comments to rdandes@dailyitem.com. Follow Dandes on Twitter @rdandes.

Demetrius Brown, the first recipient of the United Way's GED scholarship program, hugs Joanne Troutman, President/CEO of Greater Susquehanna Valley United Way, after thanking her
during Tuesday night's kickoff event in Milton.
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